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BLM Management Priorities BLM Management Priorities --
energyenergy



Healthy Lands InitiativeHealthy Lands Initiative
ÉÉ Landscape scale Landscape scale 

approach to approach to 
restoration of habitat, restoration of habitat, 
weed management, weed management, 
and riparian area and riparian area 
improvementimprovement

ÉÉ Requesting $15 Requesting $15 
million for work in NM, million for work in NM, 
WY, UT, OR/ID/NV, S WY, UT, OR/ID/NV, S 
ID, & COID, & CO



Other Management PrioritiesOther Management Priorities



BLM AIM StrategyBLM AIM Strategy

ÉÉ Develop strategy Develop strategy 
to provide to provide 
monitoring data at monitoring data at 
the local, regional the local, regional 
and national scalesand national scales

ÉÉ National scale pilot National scale pilot 
project in central project in central 
Oregon using NRI Oregon using NRI 
and FIAand FIA





BLM Soil Survey NeedsBLM Soil Survey Needs



Alaska Soil Survey NeedsAlaska Soil Survey Needs



STATE BLM ACRES

PHASE 1 
ACRES 
NEED SOIL 
SURVEY

PHASE 2 
ACRES 
NEED SOIL 
SURVEY

PHASE 3 
ACRES 
NEED SOIL 
SURVEY

TOTAL 
ACRES 
NEED SOIL 
SURVEY

Alaska 85,553,000 0 13,271,000 0 13,271,000

Arizona 12,230,000 2,433,000 0 1,084,000 3,517,000

California 15,208,000 3,156,000 5,549,000 522,000 9,227,000

Colorado 8,363,000 35,000 431,000 523,000 989,000

Idaho 11,995,000 0 0 233,000 233,000

Montana 7,959,000 271,000 0 804,000 1,075,000

Nevada 47,848,000 711,000 934,000 1,760,000 3,405,000

New Mexico 13,372,000 1,184,000 0 3,978,000 5,162,000

North 
Dakota 59,000 0 0 0 0

Oregon 16,135,000 4,881,000 513,000 248,000 5,642,000

South 
Dakota 274,000 0 0 170,000 170,000

Utah 22,869,000 386,000 1,458,000 5,941,000 7,785,000

Washington 403,000 0 0 99,000 99,000

Wyoming 18,363,000 4,346,000 868,000 1,923,000 7,137,000

Total 260,631,000 17,403,000 23,024,000 17,285,000 57,712,000





Wildland LandscapeWildland Landscape
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Develop Multimedia ProductsDevelop Multimedia Products
ÉÉ The land has a story The land has a story 

to tellto tell
ÉÉ Short multimedia Short multimedia 

product highlighting product highlighting 
geomorphology, geomorphology, 
geology, major soil geology, major soil 
formation processes, formation processes, 
veg. communities, & veg. communities, & 
uses of soil surveyuses of soil survey

ÉÉ Would help sell soil Would help sell soil 
survey program to survey program to 
customers and the customers and the 
publicpublic



Development of Innovative Development of Innovative 
ProcessProcess--based Interpretationsbased Interpretations



Ecological Site Classification and Ecological Site Classification and 
DescriptionsDescriptions



Benchmark Ecological SitesBenchmark Ecological Sites

ÉÉ A benchmark ecological site is one that A benchmark ecological site is one that 
has the greatest potential to yield data has the greatest potential to yield data 
and information about ecological and information about ecological 
functions, processes, and the effects of functions, processes, and the effects of 
management or climate change that can management or climate change that can 
apply to a broad area or critical ecological apply to a broad area or critical ecological 
zone.zone.

ÉÉ A benchmark ecological site represents A benchmark ecological site represents 
other similar sites in a MLRAother similar sites in a MLRA



Benchmark Ecological SitesBenchmark Ecological Sites

ÉÉ The purpose of designating The purpose of designating 
benchmark ecological sites is tobenchmark ecological sites is to
–– promote data collection and research promote data collection and research 

that enhances the quality of ecological that enhances the quality of ecological 
site information for resource planning site information for resource planning 
and managementand management

–– judiciously use limited resources for judiciously use limited resources for 
ecological site description developmentecological site description development



Benchmark Ecological SitesBenchmark Ecological Sites

–– communicate specific information needs communicate specific information needs 
that will improve the understanding and that will improve the understanding and 
management of ecological sitesmanagement of ecological sites

-- serve as development serve as development ““contentcontent””
standards for existing and new standards for existing and new 
descriptionsdescriptions

–– promote the establishment of consistent promote the establishment of consistent 
ecological site description concepts ecological site description concepts 
across state boundariesacross state boundaries



Future goalsFuture goals

ÉÉ Eventually we want to get all our Eventually we want to get all our 
public lands mappedpublic lands mapped

ÉÉWorking on rangeland interpretations Working on rangeland interpretations 
development and testing with NSSCdevelopment and testing with NSSC

ÉÉ Smoother integration of ESDs into Smoother integration of ESDs into 
soil survey processsoil survey process

ÉÉGet dynamic soil properties into ESDGet dynamic soil properties into ESD
ÉÉ BLM will continue to strongly support BLM will continue to strongly support 

the National Cooperative Soil Surveythe National Cooperative Soil Survey
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